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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-20 are allowable. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record fails to teach a decoding apparatus and method that includes inter alia the 
following steps: define a source model which defines probabilities for symbols 
associated with transitions between source states and a product model, the product 
model defining correspondence between x-ary symbols and first binary elements; 
receive channel properties which define probabilities of receiving second binary 
elements following transmission of first binary elements; and reconstituting a most 
probable flow of x-ary symbols from the computed probabilities. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant' must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue-fee- Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance:" llt s r " a r :>l — aTjjuues>. 
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15 Murashita et al (US 5,650,783) teach a data coding/clecbding device and method. 
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